
 

Neighborhood Stories 
Discovering the Gifts of Neighbors 

 

 
When citizens are aware of each others’ gifts and well-connected to each other and 

to other local assets like associations and organizations, studies show that people 

and communities do better, from having higher test scores to fewer colds. 

 

Neighborhoods have traditionally been an important source of support, connection, 

and celebration in the life of community and of individual citizens. SCOPE’s work in 

neighborhoods is about discovering what exists in neighborhoods that might help 

improve the community and strengthening relationships between these “assets.” 

 

We believe that everyone has important “gifts”—skills, talents, passions and 

abilities—to contribute to the effort of making things better. Unless everyone’s gifts 

are engaged in that effort, our communities will not be successful. Our work is about 

learning these gifts and finding ways that people can contribute that gift to making 

their community better. Since August of 2009, SCOPE’s neighborhood team has been 

speaking with neighbors in North Port and Newtown to learn their gifts.  

 

What have we been learning? First, we are learning that neighborhoods are full of 

surprising and valuable resources! Neighbors have significant talents, skills, and 

abilities to share as well as things that they care about and would join with others to 

do something about. Second, neighbors are already doing things that make the 

community better, from taking on responsibility at their church to helping another 

neighbor cope with grief or sickness, find a job, get enough to eat, or have someone 

to talk to. 

 

Here are three stories from neighbors in North Port. We hope that you will enjoy 

learning about these neighbors as much as we did. How can we as citizens uncover 

the hidden treasures in our own neighborhoods? What kinds of gifts do your 

neighbors have that you may not know about? 

  



      Olga Grey    

 

 
 

Olga Grey lives in North Port on Biscayne Blvd. with her husband Roy. is an 

amazingly compassionate elder and community leader and an outstanding 

neighbor. Olga is active in her church, North Port Seventh Day Adventist Church. 

In addition to her many roles within the church, she has tried to get her church 

working more within the community. She’s interested in making that happen if 

others would join her with the same enthusiasm.  

 

Olga is passionate about many things and puts her passion into action. She helps 

with the Food Bank at her church and visiting older people at the local Senior 

Center nursing home, sharing guidance with young people about how to learn 

from and relate to older people. She cares about what could keep the youth here in 

the community.  

 

Mrs. Grey has many other gifts. She’s an excellent flower gardener, a great cook, 

and knows about caring for people from her career as a nurse. She has knowledge 

of different places and cultures through extensive travel. Olga is originally from 

Jamaica and has lived in England and different parts of the United States.  She is 

an expert on raising children having been a mother herself and also has expertise 

on staying young and maintaining a long and happy marriage—she and her 

husband Roy just celebrated 57 years!      

    

 

 



    Roy the Caring Gardener    
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roy Grey is a jovial, kindhearted, elder gentleman of faith who, like his wife 

Olga, is very active in the church and has a passion for life. A WWII veteran who 

served in the Royal Air Force, “Brother Grey” as many in the community call 

him, has lived almost everywhere—from Italy to Jamaica, New York and Miami.  

 

Roy loves to work with young people, especially in the church. He is more than 

willing and able to help anyone who he knows is in need. When his next door 

neighbor, John, was very ill, he visited him frequently and spent time talking with 

him up until John’s very last day of life.  

 

Roy is an expert gardener of many varieties of vegetables, including vegetables 

native to his home country of Jamaica, and is good at teaching others how to 

garden. He, like his wife, works on behalf of his church in the local nursing home, 

and he also drives the church van to Sarasota to collect food for the church’s food 

bank. Bro. Grey’s gifts are being able to listen, teach, staying physically active 

and young, counseling others, and connecting people to one another.   

  

          

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 



x   Thelma   y 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thelma lives on Biscayne Blvd. She is a passionate woman of faith with a 

beautiful smile who cares about children, helping others, and has a gift for 

conversation. 

 

She has significant parenting experience, having raised 5 children. She is talented 

at helping kids understand what is right and not right to do, and why. Thelma 

realized she had this talent through working as a playground watcher for many 

years. During this work she got to know the kids and considered many of them to 

be part of her family.  

 

Another of Thelma’s most significant gifts is her profound faith. She has a 

capability known as “Divination of the Spirit,” through which she can tell by 

looking at a person whether they need spiritual support and guidance. She 

supports her church, First Baptist  by attending consistently. While she has strong 

faith, she is also open to speaking with others of different faiths and having 

respectful dialogue about differences and similarities. 

 

Thelma has a deep friendship with the Greys, her neighbors across the street and 

helps counsel and support another neighbor who is going through challenges she 

knows a lot about. 

 

Even though she has a gift at expressing herself, she loves to listen to others as 

well. She cares about helping people to become self-sufficient and offers this to 

the community as her greatest gift to give.  
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